
Janine Duffy
Charismatic conservationist, koala field
researcher, inspirational speaker and
passionate communicator of wild Australian
mammals, birds and reptiles. 

Known for her big smile, bubbly enthusiasm
and Aussie Bush Hat, Janine will leave you
inspired. 

In 1998, while guiding a wildlife tour, Janine discovered a method of identifying individual 
koalas by their noses.  From this discovery a wild Koala Research Project was born - mapping 
the home ranges, social interactions, tree use and following the lives of over 100 individual 
koalas in four locations in the You Yangs and Brisbane Ranges National Parks in south-eastern 
Australia.  The project has been described as the best citizen science research project in 
Australia.  Her research has recently been used to provide the backbone of a University of 
Sydney publication: An insight into natural koala drinking behaviour;  and her photo of one of 
her favourite koalas is the August cover of the journal Ethology. 

   
Janine is one of Australia's best Wildlife Guides, a
world award-winning Tour Operator, Koala
Researcher and Educator. She is a memorable
speaker at conferences and community workshops.
She advises on wild koala tree-planting and
research projects. Recent guest lectures include:
the University of Surrey, UK; University of St
Francis, Illinois; Kansas State University, USA and 3
presentations onboard cruise ship Olivia between
Australia & New Zealand.  She presented her first
scientific paper at a Human Dimensions of Wildlife
conference in Colorado in October 2014 and was
involved in the research for a University of Sydney
paper in 2020.  

The whole natural world is Janine's fascination and reason for living.  She loves to watch and 
learn about the behaviour of birds, mammals, reptiles, spiders, butterflies – she can spend 
blissful hours just sitting on a log watching native creatures.  Conserving the wild animals and 
ecosystems of Australia has become critical to Janine.  She says “a world without wild animals 
is not habitable, and anyway it wouldn’t be worth living in.” 



Janine started the not for profit charity Koala Clancy Foundation in 2015 with a mission to: 
inspire travellers and local communities to help ensure a future for wild koalas.  The foundation
removes weeds, plants trees, advocates and educates locals about wild koalas.  To date Koala 
Clancy Foundation have planted over 13,000 trees around the You Yangs, and removed over 1 
million invasive weeds.  

Janine proposed and administers Wild Koala Day, on May 3 – a national day to celebrate wild 
koalas and protect their habitats. 

Janine is also one of the three founding members and Vice Chair of the Australian Wildlife 
Journeys – a group of independent tour operators committed to working with, supporting and 
protecting wild Australian animals.  

Well-travelled in her own country and overseas, her favourite places in Australia are East 
Gippsland – a wild, forested region to the far east of Melbourne; the You Yangs & Brisbane 
Ranges; Mungo and north-west Victoria; and Darwin, Mary River and Kakadu, Northern 
Territory.  She loves Botswana & Zimbabwe, the wild parts of Colorado & California and the 
wild west coast of Denmark and Sweden. 

She is a wildlife artist and a registered wildlife foster carer.  Janine started her working life in 
sustainable architecture and has a degree in Planning and Design from the University of 
Melbourne.  

Important note for media: Janine will not be involved in the harassment of wildlife for entertainment purposes.  
She will not touch or deliberately startle a wild animal to get a great picture.  She believes that by respecting the
animal you will get an even better picture. Janine is very happy to work with media organisations on programs 
that educate and stories with a conservation message. 

SOME MEDIA APPEARANCES, STORIES & PRESENTATIONS:

2007 Profile: “What Makes An Expert” Tourism
Australia 1 minute ad screened on National
Geographic Channel UK/Europe – aired in
several time slots April 2007 
watch on YouTube: 
http://youtu.be/5PpOdgsLl6g

2016 Guest appearance on Wild Australia with
Ray Mears Episode 3 “Bush” aired May 2016 on
ITV 1 UK
blog  YouTube (from minute 3.00-7.00)

2020 Ethology An insight into natural koala drinking behaviour by Valentina Mella. Janine’s 
research provided the majority of the data for this study, compiled by her employee Caitlin Orr, 
who was included as co-author. 

2020 Conde Nast Traveler How Koalas Are Impacted by Australia’s Wildfires – and What You 
Can Do to Help by  Ali Wunderman

https://blog.raymears.com/2016/05/06/wild-australia-with-ray-mears-episode-3-bush/
https://koalaclancyfoundation.org.au/
https://youtu.be/Rwl1VJeTBwQ
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/eth.13032
https://www.cntraveler.com/story/how-koalas-are-impacted-by-australias-wildfires-and-what-you-can-do-to-help
https://www.cntraveler.com/story/how-koalas-are-impacted-by-australias-wildfires-and-what-you-can-do-to-help
https://australianwildlifejourneys.com/
https://australianwildlifejourneys.com/
http://www.wildkoaladay.com.au/
http://youtu.be/5PpOdgsLl6g


2020 AFAR “Our Wildlife Has Suffered Terribly: The Impact of Australia’s Fires and How You Can
Help by Laura Dannen Redman 

2020 Travindy A message from Australia: A tour operator’s guide to surviving catastrophe 

2018 Matador Network It’s time to stop hugging koalas when you go to Australia by Ali 
Wunderman

2016 National Geographic “Natural Beauty: 3 great day trips from Melbourne” by  Annie 
Fitzsimmons

2015 Guest appearance on Wildlife in Victoria documentary project for Visit Victoria YouTube 

2015 WTM Global Hub Innovator Spotlight: Janine Duffy of Echidna Walkabout by Jeremy Smith

2007 Profile: “What Makes An Expert” Tourism Australia full page ad National Geographic 
magazine – issue April 2007,  pg 27

2015 Onboard presenter on Olivia Cruise Ship: 3 x 1 hour presentations about Australian wildlife
to audiences of 600 guests

2014 Global Post Australia's cuddly koalas are rapidly dying out by  Lynette Eyb 

2014 Guest on #TalkAboutIt series 3, episode 9: Volunteering on ABC News 24 TV program by 
Del Irani. 

2014 Paper “As Plain as the Nose on their Face: Efficacy of nostril pigment patterns in 
identifying individual koalas ” presented to an academic audience at Pathways 2014: 
Integrating Human Dimensions into Fisheries & Wildlife Management, October in Colorado, 
USA. 

2008 Guest on Gene Simmons Family Jewels TV program USA

2008 Guest on Jack Hanna's Into the Wild TV program by Jack Hanna USA

…………………..

Contact Janine: 
E: janine@echidnawalkabout.com.au
T: +61 3 9646 8249
Co-owner & founder Echidna Walkabout Nature Tours Pty Ltd

E: president@koalaclancyfoundation.com.au 
President & founder Koala Clancy Foundation, Inc. 

http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/regions/asia-pacific/140826/australia-s-cuddly-koalas-are-rapidly-dying-out
https://youtu.be/XHr3KbX93QQ
http://intelligenttravel.nationalgeographic.com/2016/01/19/natural-beauty-three-day-trips-from-melbourne-afitz/
mailto:president@koalaclancyfoundation.com.au
https://matadornetwork.com/read/stop-hugging-koalas-australia/
https://www.travindy.com/2020/03/a-message-from-australia-a-tour-operators-guide-to-surviving-catastrophe/
https://www.afar.com/magazine/australia-fires-what-to-know-if-youre-traveling-and-how-to-help
https://www.afar.com/magazine/australia-fires-what-to-know-if-youre-traveling-and-how-to-help
https://hub.wtm.com/innovator-spotlight-janine-duffy-of-echidna-walkabout/
mailto:janine@echidnawalkabout.com.au

